
Critical Thinking 
 
Arguments and Assertions 
 
Worksheet 4 
 

1. This patient needs to be hospitalized immediately. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

2. He has bleeding gums and a fever. He might have an infection. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

3. The patient needs to change her eating habits. The test results show that she has 
too much blood sugar. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

4. She needs to brush her teeth more often. She also needs to use mouthwash and 
floss regularly. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

5. The patient interview with the nurse is one of the most important parts of medical 
practice. This interview is key and its importance should never be underestimated. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

6. Doctors should not treat patients with chest pains with antibiotics without first 
determining the cause of the chest pains. If the pains are muscular (such as those 
cause by pulled muscles in the rib cage), it is safe to assume that antibiotics will not 
cause any harm. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

7. Dr. Robertson told me to take x-rays of the patient. He said that we need to 
determine if he has cavities that can be filled, or if the teeth need to be extracted. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

8. When a patient fills out a new patient form, make sure that she completes answers 
to all the questions. If she doesn’t answer all the questions, we could be held liable for 
mistakes we make based upon the missing information. I know that it sounds stupid, but 
that’s that law. I’m sick of lawyers. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

 
 
 

©Dr. John D. Eigenauer 
jeigenauer@yahoo.com 



Critical Thinking 
 
Arguments and Assertions 
 
Worksheet 4 Answers 
 

1. This patient needs to be hospitalized immediately. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

2. He has bleeding gums and a fever. He might have an infection. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

3. The patient needs to change her eating habits. The test results show that she has 
too much blood sugar. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

4. She needs to brush her teeth more often. She also needs to use mouthwash and 
floss regularly. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

5. The patient interview with the nurse is one of the most important parts of medical 
practice. This interview is key and its importance should never be underestimated. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

6. Doctors should not treat patients with chest pains with antibiotics without first 
determining the cause of the chest pains. If the pains are muscular (such as those 
cause by pulled muscles in the rib cage), it is safe to assume that antibiotics will not 
cause any harm. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

7. Dr. Robertson told me to take x-rays of the patient. He said that we need to 
determine if he has cavities that can be filled, or if the teeth need to be extracted. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

8. When a patient fills out a new patient form, make sure that she completes answers 
to all the questions. If she doesn’t answer all the questions, we could be held liable 
for mistakes we make based upon the missing information. I know that it sounds 
stupid, but that’s that law. I’m sick of lawyers. 
 
Argument Assertion 
 

©Dr. John D. Eigenauer 
jeigenauer@yahoo.com 



Argument maps for 2, 3, 7, 8 
 
#2 
 

 
 
 
 
#3 
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