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Hook Paragraph (1)

A real story of someone who committed
violence imitating something seen on the
media.
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Generalization Paragraph (2)

Because of examples like this, most people
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At least three quotations from reputable
sources SUPPORTING the idea that media
violence causes real life violence.



Summary of Opposition (3)
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Violence.



"My argument” paragraph (4)
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FOUR reasons with supporting evidence why you

do not accept that violent media increases violent
behavior.

Each reason sne paragraph



Example Paragraph 4

Despite these claims, | will argue thiat
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. To do so, | will show that
0 government has the right to take life&ven if a
overnment had that right, however, the death

penalty would not be helpful becausedoes not
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eter criminals even thoughmany argue that it
oes In addition to not acting as a deterrent, | will
emonstrate thatthe death penalty is more costly

than life imprisonment While thegustification from

cost can be countergdhe argument thatall
humans have a right to lifeannot.



should be nllegal Reason:

|

Reason [AII humans have]

Reason a right to life.
Governments do not have
the right to take life.

The death penalt
Reason. [ P y

The death penalty does Death penality is more costly
not act as a deterrent. than life imprisonment.
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Objection:

Objection:

Many claim that it does Some statistics
act as a deterrent. show the opposite.




BE EXCEEDINGLY CLEAR!!!

Despite these arguments in favor of the
death penalty, | will argue that the death
penalty should be illegal. One important
reason why it should be illegal is that it does
not deter violent crime.



STATEMENTS are not enough

Much data proves this point. For example,
the national murder rate remained almost
constant from 1976 to 1995 while the number
of executions rose steadily. (footnote). The

same Is true of data fromjndividual states.
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Spell it out for your reader.

If the death penalty were a deterrent, murder
rates would drop as executions increased.
Because murder rates remain constant even
when executions increase and when states
permit the death penalty, it seems untrue
that the death penalty deters violent crime.
Therefore, it should be illegal because it has
no deterrent effect.



