
English 1A
Dr. Eigenauer



ÁA real story of someone who committed 
violence imitating something seen on the 
media.
ÁExample: Last March, HowieSchmallbroke 
ÉÎÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÅÌÄÅÒÌÙ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȟ ÓÔÏÌÅ Á ÆÅ× 
items, and murdered him in his sleep. The 
ÃÒÉÍÅȣ



ÁBecause of examples like this, most people 
ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÁÔȣ &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ $ÒȢ *ÁÎÅÔ ,ÙÏÎÓ 
ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱȣȱ 
ÁAt least three quotations from reputable 

sources SUPPORTING the idea that media 
violence causes real life violence.



Á4ÈÉÓ ÂÅÌÉÅÆ ÉÓ ÔÙÐÉÆÉÅÄ ÂÙȣ

Á3ÕÍÍÁÒÙ ÏÆ Ȱ0ÓÙÃÈÉÁÔÒÉÃ %ÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ -ÅÄÉÁ 
Violence.



Á$ÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÃÌÁÉÍÓȟ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÁÒÇÕÅ ÔÈÁÔȣ

ÁFOUR reasons with supporting evidence why you 
do not accept that violent media increases violent 
behavior.

ÁEach reason = one paragraph



ÁDespite these claims, I will argue that the death 
penalty should be illegal. To do so, I will show that 
no government has the right to take life. Even if a 
government had that right, however, the death 
penalty would not be helpful because it does not 
deter criminals, even though many argue that it 
does. In addition to not acting as a deterrent, I will 
demonstrate that the death penalty is more costly 
than life imprisonment. While the justification from 
cost can be countered, the argument that all 
humans have a right to lifecannot. 





ÁDespite these arguments in favor of the 
death penalty, I will argue that the death 
penalty should be illegal. One important 
reason why it should be illegal is that it does 
not deter violent crime. 



ÁMuch data proves this point. For example, 
the national murder rate remained almost 
constant from 1976 to 1995 while the number 
of executions rose steadily. (footnote). The 
same is true of data from individual states. 
&ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÉÎ 4ÅØÁÓȣ ɉÍÏÒÅɊȢ 



ÁIf the death penalty were a deterrent, murder 
rates would drop as executions increased. 
Because murder rates remain constant even 
when executions increase and when states 
permit the death penalty, it seems untrue 
that the death penalty deters violent crime. 
Therefore, it should be illegal because it has 
no deterrent effect.


