In his essay, “Important New Book Refutes Gun Control Myths”, Paul Craig Roberts argues that possession of guns (by citizens) reduces violence and that guns are not dangerous. He presents several reasons for claiming that gun possession reduces violence. First, he said that there are many other more frequent causes of death among children than firearms. Next, he argues that “defensive gun use prevents far more crimes than the police.” He also argues that evidence from carry-conceal laws proves that gun possession reduces violent crime. Finally, he says that statistics about homicide victims being “known to the murderer” are misleading. He also argues that gun are not dangerous, claiming that data indicates that other factors are more important in accidental childhood death.

Regarding the claim about accidental childhood deaths, Roberts presents data that death by drowning, auto accidents, and household cleaners are more among children than death by firearms. He uses the data that children are twice as likely to die from ingesting household cleaners, 19 times more likely to die from drowning, and 57 times more likely to die in automobile accidents than from gun accidents to claim that this is proof that possession of guns by civilians is not dangerous to children. This data, however, is highly misleading. Considering that children are in cars thousands of times more often than they have contact with a loaded gun, it is not surprising that deaths by automobile accident are far more frequent. The same is certainly true of drowning and poisoning: children are far more likely to play in pools unattended, have bathtub accidents, and stumble upon household cleaners than they are to find loaded guns. Parents allow their children to swim and bathe alone, but they do not allow them to play with guns alone. This demonstrates that Roberts’ data is misleading; therefore, it does not support his argument that guns are not dangerous. 

